B

iyl Igadgl sy To slaky

2015/6/25

Sl " Ul UES Y S LAy U qisilh || A6 da gl jall™ 1)) s 25 s

Title i) g Ladia gay dmaailly | Aaali ol 5ghd
Website http://www.annahar.com Date 26/6/2015 Page
o e
o= laal
Website http://www.assafir.com Date 26/6/2015 Page
I./u;:_t—Jl . - B 1 e o «
o~ Title bl lgadgl:(Glya > Yo slady
Website http://www.almustagbal.com Date 26/6/2015 Page
THE DAILY STAR . Business leaders warn of economic
V_E[\I\O\
| meltdown
Website http://www.dailystar.com.lb Date 26/6/2015 Page
T®rient _ Patronat et syndicats s’insurgent contre la
LEJOUR fite paralysie politique
Website http://www.lorientlejour.com Date Page
Ve s - aliall et
<} . ' L
Title «)l:r."d:ﬂ Lo |8 Ja‘ O.@.\LA‘E?| gl susun 3 puo
gl g oo ol i g ey QBN g el ol pla> |
Website http://www.aliwaa.com Date 26/6/2015 Page
JG—ZI” Title s SN & gladdl g pupaad) Gaad) dagliay agaiy Alasd) - (gabiaiBy) oL
- Website http://www.alanwar-leb.com Date 26/6/2015 Page
y s ) J\_)j»d;\Q-A«Q\ﬁJAZS ;\J&»‘_A::MQJJH
« J\Aﬁ.\}” L
il d@j...\j&‘j \th G:\:!.AS‘ CA:\.AAMj JLASSY\ u\SJ\
190 salall pany
Aaldiily o oli g | G ) AT g Huailly e g lea)
«Jliny) Js 3
Website http://www.journaladdiyar.com Date 26/6/2015 Page

FRANSABANK

26 Juin 2015.doc

Page | 1 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents

herein.



http://www.annahar.com/
http://www.assafir.com/
http://www.lorientlejour.com/

http://www.albaladonline.com 26/6/2015

http://www.elshark.com 26/6/2015

http://www.daralhayat.com 26/6/2015

; httg:lwww.alioumhouria.com ! 26/6/2015 !

LAl

.cl-ckhhul

_Website  http://www.al-akhbar.com Date  26/6/2015 Page

FRANSABANK

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 2 of 40
Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.



http://www.aljoumhouria.com/

“lgill Jula” 4
1$uloc paioll ayc
st &ygaull lolyall
ablao aucgi alai

blga Golwg jug
RATEVA YT
ilgoglls
iyl cilalg
N W W TEREATE TN N AR TAT R, L UG Ol (12 )

Slojill $alg § ... "olpj> 25 ¢l
49L8| g o5 calrgo (0 4109S> Hglo

Ulpja ro.cly

june25.org

el * JUli” ) 6 duilailg agloalls Astaail iligh oSl

L J a4 \
gl 4 Jloi Ll
Tt e R 1011

eyl gy o S Pég)ﬁ Sl | 4L18 d>gl " :a!)gj: 251
slaxdial (63183 Lials> gaus dauailly ... dxa>li gl 3gkas 18U

{ ' g I Hlooll ash Lle wasi ashio 0

A\ wigallg wsaill cilleial gy aaylil
18 4 igallg slall lgigadd uiig
o Jolall ball Gle glid aony aalg
oam .Jolll ayal jalg Jolill aalg yioj

al

"ulnia 25 clai” ;8 Cicly doadoll
"Jl” go aliidll sga aialbl (sall
gai gliy) @ljiy U Lia a3y &liog glba
-ayglgll
7 Sl JS gan g3y g 8l e ol
/ TR RN TN
eshlt aymu) Wl 8 olula 26 clal Lo gl Gle Al cawad Lolasidl  dygaadhallode ol pd) Gl
5,a el i glaS,allein  Ga apatl g idaagay
Bl 30 Loy dppanadl  Galad L g dlpad oYy gl ol geol dg pupBlal Akt sladl puh lalll ghas AT ally (UL o Sliyell oy Saas ik sl puSyltad
; Santally pasiady jad painell viidgaddglialasdly  GAdsilpicialyiiasl o8 ariiSateiaglsiiol Uil QA allsie aniin
by de Ghaddai s el oYy liges o] oy sl caaks Ul b s S sy s dema Ol el pad3 LS,aM 030 IS 1 Jnusalin Ol ol sl Sa
pever JeereT] S8 B b gl R Ty sl sl G Ot plall et Al s Jin s
Gy JaSI g g3 AR Bl a2 Sy Ml il 2 950 ity grei] Dbt gy 2 T2 b il 538 psaasl omhy Ly
losafilpal  (Adaballiiphs ¥ Sy daaly  Slislihdyy Lol iyl etiaty Bzt = O 1oy sl payiy
38 Lyl casilh 3 by Gap il festly gail  dblast Ja¥l Olusay yilapt Akl ioplla senacipialy  gulo¥l ol gizke Joalh o S O 6yudS (IS dlailide
AL L sy Ol e plid pams ¥ oSy pLisity Geiole o) oo B il Lol atlly Lozl olisel lesklil
ASollaa s galal  pyaatlllniag putadiliing  JLA b lpall doalye bisy  Buxad gusd) o(ioadl gazaell { B 0F g Souglass ol 35 g
e e S i
= — J 1634 By 3,
S5 Jas o Jald saeny w’ Al g3 ..I‘;"ﬁ o5 BT A e e e e sa 3l
el QB Gagastl Jal S le ady pilo On gy helas o uladd Yok sl Lpnan sty iy saaig danl Ledd debped ok 2 pasll sladd
) AL 43 913 ag “igilaglly Yy 2 ole g gy Lilead capds P08 OIS 08 B G3a AS)allsha Gle asagdl il
b bl dgpaantl il ol oYy aliphlio gl Gaale g2 pal Yy ar Raalacal Shocboll sty 160 a8 SilS 150 (s pasa
ey il g ' LU 3S)y v oA a7 aly b ablaaly el I S = N L) alths L
lyladin QR le dagis  Joalha leg SlpallBa Gle ol s Ly e oal csasl clulsll cots daleliad hlsiay ol Jad daals pazd,a o) o
Lallaaiga b olid LS 3303 gpapll Saale Gaslly slazhdl  goliy Y oadlaa ¥ iJshlly  Lpslasiiglogiiiman ple ol paally Sbihilly Jloally  gueal Sl o Optams duskpudl
oSl Sazily ol glos Gaglha gl ¥ gl clgall Losay oSl 3l A Bpdaaally Buslaaly il Lath Aigey  lgppnsd liaidl el g S Le
AN ety Luslezatly O Gl Lpcls ¢ Rk g2 W d SaB SN getaall higSa 33a3  Lpterd i B art) b Ol gy Y 2 ashal
hiaf Boley B a A Lea " dash b 033 Gl el Gle sl pHhlasiVigaiandady S St pould Ll
Ly Laaie o by cilwrshall 9 S e il e 033 0 e il o Leaaly
26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 3 of 40
Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
FRANSABANK Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.




26 25714 22l - 82 4audl - 2015 Ol

il

Aol Bghd plBN) "y U LS Y S Uy U casitd || A da gl pal) 1) s 25 5
i) g Ladia gay amaailly |, A

)kl s ) Judl (A Glaa 25 sl B o sS Ll

Salz (5 ol

2015 o) »5~26

Bliall Lo gm0 5 o i) 5 SSEN CYlaia) oy Aui ) ilad)) A8l e (i dikaie 3
s3a Je¥1 Al AT s QS aaly (e ) G daslall Tadll e Gl daaay canl s Ciy 3 sall
Y i AA ea Aliey S8 "Il G LY (g 8 Akl 53 ") e 25 sla b Casla desial)

Aastell s lad @l

MJAJQM\ALAdi.uu,’\s_)w\wd.\”iﬂ‘u‘y‘cahyj@JMaAM\nMu“ﬂ;_)‘_Ac
Loy ) 5 Gl g el pabise (A Joaps Wlaa of ol el G "Jlall” 45 yuall 228
S Slelaill e o S IS elaill 138 () o) 13la s €l sall an g5 Jua sV aan 4y sganll

Jaald 5 i) Ly puaia) ALY o8 e 4y sa¥) Sslad (of BB Al 5 paliaB®) cling)) Ll
an gl Shaall LY Al e o el ale) dpeal o " Leall"d aad 3 e a5 S8 (sllal )

daala agid o O s cagilelUnd Cllae 3ia oAl 138 (1o agad Gadl O seainalld 48 jall oda e

& Obd a8 Y s Slansall |5 mad led¥) iy o mual alll o) O srann dalpadl Ja) Jal

s
laiBY) Cilingd) a5 aiiall paianall € 58 JS man aly o3 5¥) 5 pall 3l el s ol 138 dpaal

O i ol DAY Sladllg ecnlal) ol cilingll A8 ja L) Js& o) 28 jall oda e jladlld Cuwsd
o) SAT) (lhe Jua Lo pead auaall Gadi 48 alloda I3 14 5 8 (233 48 ) o2a

FRANSABANK

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 4 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.



http://www.annahar.com/author/74-????-??????-
http://www.annahar.com/author/74-????-??????-

" el a8yl cu:‘ué;ﬂUm‘_gﬂ\ 30 ) gganll

Lo Laia) 5 Toobia 5 Tadsns g ST () 500 AL L1 5 ) ol e Juals Y
cé:ush u;)‘ }ixscjh cLuu; }AA:gJ}Jlﬂ\cAA iam} Lm*aﬂ\LﬂB\ﬂ d;}aaﬂd);u} hau&A}

; " 4y OIS (e gy (Sia Lag 3 ekl g deiaig

Jaall 5 Janll ilaial lgile Und Calides 2uali¥) (5 @l (o daad s 150 LS cuilS (el &
Gl Al Al Lpmaad) Gy cdumld s il o JaY) asinall il 5 5 jall Geall 5 il 5
4\.::1..\.‘43\_5 DJLA_IM 4.9):: alas) U'“""J cJLas]\ uL\Ar_ 4.431.;445‘2“ A_i\_u@.l\ ) ¢ o dJLu: )L\.\AY\
‘GHJ;.GﬂLF}LEAEMJ‘E%ﬁJQJuaG uLms ebd\ggbuﬂ ﬂ:uY‘Lyy) g)ganAAA‘JbA‘§$4£JJJM}
Ol shil b i adlia deae siall s lana iAo )3 5 deliall o 5 jlacll 46 e i
Cmsigall el | susil 3 i jladl) dman ) o2l pinall ) Bl Bl ¢y
Aalpall i (Gulad V58 jladll dman i) cdpaadl 5al8 e liall dman Gadt) ol Al
RSVl bl Sl pall G ) 5 A gun g

g8 ity Al dpdipeal) s Lo laia V) 5 ApalaBl) gl V1 4 s o Coranl il kS 13
noralall JS e Al an je o3 (A plaill Gl LAV gad 4xdai g SLll aadaall Gl Sa

A sl Sl sall Cay Jla 8 gl i 3 Ca i) juamiad 5 oz all e quaY) g
Oy b sl (3851 388 5 5 i) Al g1l (galiall (e s AN pae g il ) ELYE" Allaes
s sall pani s JLEN Lo ¢ ) sadl Canal o a5 alaill g dapall s LS e dddlaally oY)
Apial) Caeliad Jal so ¢Sl (358 () (ol 511 o 53 S a5 2 UY) e 5 4y siasall
"l o bl e dpall

1Al elaill an e oy "4 galii Gal Bln WM aly i adlaal s el dale e Gaml) Tl Lad
e ulaad) 5a gm V) Gad SLaBY Y 10 S ) ey QS ¢galiy Y (gl sl Y

Al adinall cebiall Y1 & Al G 5 bl sall llian 5 SlaBY) dad 8 () 5S5 Of dulyd)
Saalls Al aall 8ol ) s (oulsndl Saall 0¥ 5 s Gall U] A 5 aaall 5 aaall s
Y Syl pall g (s sill g jlee Vs saill & Jasall Wihy V(S5 63 yagd) s Alal dadlSa o
O 418 136 €l o s 5 SLUSH ) Tallaie s iU Tise 5 cpom Sl 150 ) ey
Caseilh dal JS e o6y 2l 35k I sall 18 J3a (e pdaill il £ (5 58

" bl s celaaYl s alaBy)

Jealia e 5 Gionll el e Ziaizall o "Jldl” 3 Cuaial il 5 58l oY 5 cadl gl 1 oL
G Oanllll dely M HUSTEY 5 etV g el ol shu da i e preald) Ciale ¢ Galll g SLaiEY)
slall 5550 Ll s ) seand) Al ) LeaSia s llosns sl elia) ale Y Jaiaall 8 Les ) 31 5"

) R TN

Slanll & e JLSI (5500 o3 (" QA el " (ind Al Al sl b ) e (e gl olia
\J.\S.u c"tnlqj\ c1all" 3a ey _"@JL\S\ sy é LA 5l caikila _eas.\l\j gkl g uaail) \A,\.\S

OfF Jhald aagi ol il g A0l ol gladl) 33 S cadinall il S ine ae 48K CileLaiaY)
el JEY) 2 N Juas

Ui daias () A o 4" Juald S5 Fy j3ll 5 50 8 4y ) seandl Gty il i 5l 13La g
Lelaia¥) y dgbal) cOIa) JST Aals dallaa 313 5 & (Ll OLS 233 Al 5 Ledand Sl AaY)
) T AY) Lalasyl

Back to Top

FRANSABANK

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 5 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.




D —

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 6 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
FRANSABANK Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.




‘é.c\.q;]\ ety (a8 o Al ddalid) 4 0 AR s

(el gaindl il caladl leall 2asy) Al iy gan 53 ual el £l
LS o ganma (A5 el G A Al Sleldlll e o g e ity ol c@all eall DL
bl 5 A laia¥) 5 albaBY) i W) Jgn La sead can sl () sacaall cild g ciglladl 3 all @il

Sl Saa Lol Wlga (5 ya Lo e 4 jiall Lgilass Jaad e ApalaiV) e sl 5 508 axe
85 e dpupnd) A8,0al) 4 53 A3 jum Bl ) ali IS laal) 5 i) 5 galia) adally
A oY) A sl s sall (UL b)) & paall s Jliels sl ) 050 (0 A seenll 6l a2e

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 7 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
FRANSABANK Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.




il g L) 8 (W jladf g ddacLiall Cila 3V (e Baa) g dpismall 5 Do Laia V) g 4palai8Y) da 3y
O e S s e Ul 3 dlaiall e Sall Lgtingiil 3 ApbaBY) e )l clulindl o Leluuld
D) e gie ol i (e Saall s e sSall QLA A3l Caela 38y Aaalad) e (LIS (S )
sale iy A el ol A3l cpe 3 el a5 ol jpnat s lagioal cdpalai@y) cile Uaill
Y el ) plal 0 jale (5i s saadl (g pelicall s (5o ) el Lad cel 5l alaa 3 DIA
AN ) el

leie o 3 (B (A5 ccmand Blaly Cund Aplipaal) 5 ol g Ayl (Gl 8 Cila HY)
Pl sl Jana o 4o 155 Ly g (o 5 e (b Lo ol ¢ oY) e glls i 5
Ghabadlaale) 5ol )5l Gulae Jueel a5 edy ) sgandl i) CLATL Jag ja gie J3T 6 Ja g
A sliall Ay 5l il 3al)

gl 8 Gaiaill S IS 13 Lee goba®l jaian Jelus (el (Jladly ¢l 8 = Hhale Jsa

L Jomiy Y clanl (pe Uil sa ) 5 Loy Ay Alilll e 3W) iy Lodey cdans giall ) ¢y shaiall

Lo 8 daelea Al susal) O Jsll Sy clld o)) | limall e laia¥) e 5 ¢ oulpaadl e (galaY)
¥ o Wle daal 5 (6 8 481K s el cuala®y) 5 dunbaad) 4567580 Calida (330 ad) culea
Ayl A8 dall ue WS Ay (ulual) A

3 hall ga gl elallly s undly 3 Jiald a5 Cilill 4l jaluall 5 L8l ) je 2S5 ¢Bland) 2
¢ srean Al Ja) ol 7 e LSl e jald ) 251 a3y 53 Y ) (e 22 o ¢ A 5Y)
) seanll i ) ) oaiil liansall 1 g yiee bl 19 Jsii ¢ Slgd¥) jad e ali)

Ui 338 aé_ euiiall acinall 6lS 3 S ca sl atind edypanl) (L gy Jlis 8 e J ¥y 1 duald sy
DY 58 gl 1 5 cansland) ASidall a2 A3 s llail ) (galall in g ool 5 by
e laal)

O g sy s caaladl g Jallall ¢l s e (55l g asall byl () dmaaill 5588 Juald iy ol
A seeall Gudt ) QA dal (e chariall s ) cllll 3 )5 il 5 sladll ) gLill aainii
edarall elaily adai O cang (S ¢ 5 (e iSH e cllh Jima Jla

Back to Top

FRANSABANK

26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 8 of 40

Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.




Ll ¥ I’ Hay 26 June 2015 - Issue No. 5418 " oo s
\ . L e ~ 3

Sl 0l Lo 530k b
-.\,...\y.'m,uz.:‘u...l
s glalu e i 3
g Y gl e dalie
mu" sh»-m-‘,uk;zl
; Iy 330 0 g ¥ o
sl Lo il all 33l st
Lol 2t jlazal TR £ s P iR
(aaaill sty Falls Asplalan Silyboaad
3 pladl sl Cagall GilyE e sl
il el ataall gdady slad ¢ yayuall
A e
;‘,.:JI,:L... by rlaial
3a PIWETRE T B Y
ailall e Juat pad e yuaid dessbid
s gy el 2335y AdaLuadl e glymall
Loy gliady Oy gLl ke L g
[l oy 35 5emy #3948 (¢ Jjhag ppki ddabs
T PTS u,.m,t...h,.u,l,«ul
3 4 gl ,L..n,ua..an,
23 yae wa sy 3
3l Latae Lo Jo bl 3aat Us, Aidaay
oladly ialal bl 3l 825 ol ke
el S vae oA
P - : by (0 329 ()
‘,‘ “L):“ “"m i aclaial Asaleaidl
Aps |JE i daile Lo doaiday dadiae
Jaadly gy - Ay il (s Jelil
aly SAll g A 5 Gl Al S dan RSN S b3l a3y (VA e 22
sl (delacal Jott) ol 433 b 4 il -
LRI — s o cemm s
eyl lgadgl aylyada To slady
e b Gl s gl ity Tarpa ol SOy g blal s hnaally e sl il 330 \ s
S Iy 598 e faadie calald Taton 3 0 byehad oyt b e Aass gy A L ekl ol cunhg Blyuah ekl S

galaaiitly g Fads aiyudas Lalle g ali b,
gyl GyAad ] b e Tapphani ety gl plasly 39 e V1 e (3 S i Agall St i Sl i sl gl *b00 Rp g sl Sl it ) ‘j'a...,-, R
O3 Byt ly a9 G0 spnndln AALS oy e SLE g s RSl e Sy A (g Al ] g il oL MWU‘*“““‘»‘)‘P«‘H‘"
P Eieniendaca 2y WWJM“‘@W“")'!"‘-‘P e o o BT NG e R

ek ol gl alealil jpaal - aads .) Spunse .‘.l_;n-u.ndl, ) ,u.l.l
y@su:’fmgu.;,,.&:,wu “"Me--a-lwﬂ--‘n‘--'c‘h-" e )';f:}“,,. 1

gl e Sadganall Basigll Algall
o alh g vipalali Sl o, £ e @ ~

ke eydas fum‘)fl‘"tu';i)‘“‘ Lo e R el 25 doaiean {00 Bt ALl
i gl e eyl el o i Sy e T R R

a..a-, e i Lyt Wl gty poilitas) Anestan m,.n.,u,...t,u:fj v‘v”-‘f 9.3

03 S Ao Ll bl S sty il semms L..,I‘,J”wlibﬂi —mx-muw-»niu.m i g m“‘m": 2 .yhmmuﬁ:,u}hu,..

ﬁ#ﬂm—-& Muu;‘);:-‘” ool oin f.ﬁt’: .""., “'.;. .,,"'. ,"', ," w.,,u.s.-u,,?,..u._u,._ sl Glunaball dluaiBalals 3 sagsludlshentt

s ddaaall

fgddyl s slast Suad i ypaaat dueldy Lasiie
Sl o gl Mm-pm.x“-«‘-auh‘ s Lol s 7 Ggkacy £ Bl Ml "“,“Mm:‘"lw"‘“ﬁ? e

THE DML\ STAR|
| |

J.) Mocly

June25 brg i

£

THEDAILYSTA

LEBANOM
Print
26 Juin 2015.doc Page | 9 of 40
Disclaimer: Information in this document has been compiled by the Marketing Research Department of
FRANSABANK Fransabank for internal informative use only. Fransabank declines any responsibility for the contents
herein.



javascript:print()

Business leaders warn of economic

meltdown
By Hussein Dakroub

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s business leaders warned Thursday of dire
consequences on the country’s struggling economy if the yearlong
presidential vacuum persists and the Cabinet remains paralyzed as a result
of a widening rift over the appointment of senior military and security
officers.

The Economic Committees, the country’s private sector, teamed up with
labor unions to sound the alarm bell about the grave socio-economic
consequences posed by the deepening political crisis as manifested in the
repeated failure since last year to elect a president and the continued
paralysis in the executive and legislative branches of power.

Speakers at a conference called by the Economic Committees pleaded with
the rival political leaders to brush aside their differences and safeguard
Lebanon by quickly electing a president in order to help revive the
functioning of state institutions. They blamed the political class for the
deterioration of the economic and financial conditions in Lebanon through
“deliberate” paralysis of state institutions.

“The presidential palace is closed. The state has been without a head for 13
months with no sign in the offing of any glimmer of hope to hold this fateful
election. This raises fears of the presence of a scheme to abolish the
presidency from our dictionary and subsequently, kill the republic,”
Mohammad Choucair, president of the Union of Chambers of Commerce,
Agriculture and Industry, told the conference held at the Beirut International
Exhibition and Leisure center.

“Parliament is paralyzed and its productivity is nil. Even many of the draft
laws needed to facilitate the state’s affairs are not approved and are
ignored,” he said.

Referring to the 3-week-old Cabinet paralysis over the issue of military and
security appointments, Choucair said: “The Cabinet is also following on the
same path. Differences are deep among members of the government.”

“The productive sectors have been invited to meet in the most difficult and
dangerous circumstances ever under the slogan ‘A Decision Against
Suicide,’” because all that is happening is a planned suicide,” he said. “The
constitutional institutions are completely absent and deliberately paralyzed.”

Noting that the unemployment rate has reached 25 percent, and 35 percent
among the youth, while poverty is hitting Lebanese families, Choucair said:
“The national economy is struggling and [productive] sectors are screaming.
Thousands of institutions are closing down, while thousands of others are
struggling for survival. The state treasury is in danger with public debt of
$71 billion, the absence of growth and a worsening budget deficit.”
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Choucair appealed to rival political leaders to quickly elect a president and
safeguard the country and its people.

Dubbed the “June 25 Declaration — A Decision Against Suicide,” the
conference was attended by prominent Lebanese bankers, businessmen,
economists, the General Labor Confederation and a number of civil society
groups. However, it was boycotted by the Union Coordination Committee,
which represents state employees and public and private schoolteachers.

For the third consecutive year, the economy, burdened by a public debt of
more than $66 billion, has suffered badly with the absence of thousands of
tourists from Gulf states after governments in these countries warned their
citizens against traveling to Lebanon for security reasons.

Francois Bassil, the president of the Association of Banks in Lebanon, also
called on politicians to overcome their “narrow interests and prioritize the
interests of the country,” urging the swift election of a president.

“It is our duty and even our right to raise our voice and issue a resounding
cry ... rejecting the continued disorder in the country and submission to the
vacuum in the presidency seat,” Bassil told the conference.

Adnan Kassar, head of the Economic Committees, said the Lebanese are
united in facing dangers threatening their country, at the forefront of which
is “the threat of economic deterioration, a drop in commercial and touristic
activity and a soaring unemployment rate.”

“We cannot keep silent on the presidential vacuum, which has been going
on for more than a year, and all political institutions are paralyzed or nearly
paralyzed,” Kassar said. “What is required today is the reactivation of the
work of constitutional institutions. This begins with [lawmakers] going to
Parliament to elect a president as soon as possible.”

Addressing the conference, Ghassan Ghosn, head of the General Labor
Confederation, warned of “impending risks that threaten the country with all
its political and socio-economic foundations, putting it on the edge of the
abyss and collapse.”

“Our appeal today calls for the restoration of political life, beginning with the
election of a president, the resumption of Parliament meetings to enact laws
and halting the disruption of the government’s work,” he said.

The conference came a day after Parliament failed to elect a president for
the 25th time, prompting Speaker Nabih Berri to schedule a new session for
July 15. The presidential interregnum has crippled Parliament’s legislation.
The Cabinet was also thrown into paralysis on June 4 in a dispute over key
security and military appointments.

Berri said Thursday there was nothing new in the Cabinet crisis. “We
cannot say that the Cabinet will not meet before Eid al-Fitr,” Berri was
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quoted as saying by visitors at his Ain al-Tineh residence, referring to the
holiday that marks the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan on July
17.

He said Prime Minister Tammam Salam would definitely call the Cabinet to
meet but he does not know when. Parliamentary sources said they
expected Berri and Salam to meet soon to explore a solution for the
Cabinet crisis.
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26/06/2015
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Economie
Patronat et syndicats s’insurgent contre la paralysie politique

Ulpjaracly

june25.org

Apres avoir signé « L’alarme du 25 juin - Arrétons le suicide
collectif », les représentants des organisations concernées ont
posé pour la photo de groupe. Photo Ibrahim Tawil

Liban - Lobbying

Des représentants du patronat, de syndicats et de la société civile
se sont réunis hier au Pavillon royal du Biel pour signer une

déclaration commune appelant a la fin des blocages
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institutionnels qui, selon eux, portent atteinte a I'économie du
pays.

Céline HADDAD | OLJ

26/06/2015

A en juger par la salle comble ornée d'innombrables drapeaux du
Liban, I'hymne national repris en checeur par I'assemblée et la verve
des intervenants, le rassemblement organisé hier au Pavillon royal
du Biel avait presque tout du meeting politique... A I'exception,
peut-étre, de I'absence de portraits géants a la gloire de
politiciens. Pourtant, c'est bien pour presser ces derniers a sortir
de leur torpeur au plan institutionnel que les principales
organisations professionnelles du pays se sont réunies pour
lancer « L'alarme du 25 juin - Arrétons le suicide collectif ».

Une pétition en ce sens appelle a un « sursaut national » pour élire
un président de la République et réactiver I'activité parlementaire
afin de mettre fin a une situation qui, selon ses signataires, prend
en otage I'économie du pays.

« Pour la premiere fois, le patronat, les travailleurs et la société
civile sont rassemblés autour d'une cause commune : la nécessité
de dissocier cette crise politique de la situation économique et
sociale du pays », déclare a L'Orient-Le Jour le député Robert
Fadel, a I'origine de cette initiative.

Relancer I'économie

« La politique doit se mettre au service de I'économie. Or, la
poursuite du vide actuel pourrait étouffer toute possibilité de
reprise économique », renchérit Charles Arbid, président de la
Lebanese Franchise Association (LFA). A l'instar de ses
cosignataires, il dénonce en premier lieu le dysfonctionnement de
I'activité législative qui, du fait des projets et propositions de lois
encore en attente, impacterait directement l'activité économique. «
Il y a un besoin urgent de régler un certain nombre de dossiers
essentiels, comme ceux relatifs a la Caisse nationale de Sécurité
sociale, d'Electricité du Liban, des télécommunications, du pétrole,
de I'adhésion du Liban a I'Organisation mondiale du commerce ou
la relance du Conseil économique et social », déplore par exemple
I'actuel président de I'Association des banques, Francois Bassil.

La vacance présidentielle ébranle ensuite la confiance des
investisseurs étrangers, et notamment ceux de la région. «
Quelque 85 % des investissements étrangers viennent des pays du
Golfe et le revenu du secteur touristique est basé a 63 % sur leurs
ressortissants. Or, I'élection d'un président leur redonnerait
confiance », affirme a L'Orient-Le Jour le président de la Chambre
de commerce de Beyrouth et du Mont-Liban, Mohammad
Choucair.

La paralysie institutionnelle empéche enfin toute perspective de
politique économique contracyclique a méme de faciliter une
reprise de l'activité. « L'Etat doit soutenir les secteurs les plus
touchés par la crise et créer de I'emploi a travers un plan de
relance. De méme, le Liban a besoin d'une véritable politique de
solidarité sociale, alors que plus de 300 000 Libanais vivent avec

»
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moins de 2 dollars par jour et de nombreux enfants sont
déscolarisés », explique le député Robert Fadel qui n'a pas fourni,
a l'instar des autres cosignataires, davantage de précisions sur les
contours de ce plan de relance.

Reste a savoir si cette démonstration de force parviendra a réussir
la ou toutes les autres tentatives de pression - internes comme
externes - ont jusque-la échoué. « Réunir tous ces représentants
est en soi une ébauche de solution, car cela nous donne un
pouvoir considérable. Cet appel n'est que la premiere étape : si
nous ne sommes pas entendus, nous accentuerons la pression sur
les décisionnaires. D'autant qu'une poursuite de la crise politique
et économique dans les prochains mois accentuera le
mécontentement », déclare Robert Fadel. « Notre déclaration
pourrait étre transmise a I'ensemble des organisations
internationales et régionales, ainsi qu'aux ambassades présentes
au Liban », affirme de son coté Mohammad Choucair.

Est-ce a dire que le seul déblocage politique suffirait a remettre le
pays sur les rails du développement économique ? Un pas que ne
franchit pas Mohammad Choucair qui considéere simplement que «
pour le moment, l'urgence est de sortir de I'impasse créée par un
Etat failli » !

Les signataires de la pétition

« L'alarme du 25 juin » a été signé par : Robert Fadel (député de
Tripoli), Charles Arbid (président de la Lebanese Franchise
Association), Adnane Kassar (président des organismes
économiques), Mohammad Choucair (président de la Chambre de
commerce, d"industrie et d'agriculture de Beyrouth et du Mont
Liban), Ghassan Ghosn (président de la Confédération générale
des travailleurs du Liban), Georges Jreige (batonnier de Beyrouth),
Mohammad Saleh (président de la Chambre de commerce,
d'industrie et d'agriculture de Saida), Antoine Boustany (président
de l'ordre des médecins), Hayat Arslane (société civile), Francois
Bassil (président de I'Association des banques du Liban), Khaled
Chehab (président de I'ordre des ingénieurs), Fadi Gemayel
(président de I'Association des industriels), Nicolas Chammas
(président de I'Association des commercants de Beyrouth), Rabih
Hassouna (président de 'ordre des pharmaciens) et Pierre Achkar
(président du syndicat des hoteliers du Liban).
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